
MAJOR GOALS 

OF THE COLCA-CONDOR 2009 EXPEDITION 

 

1.   DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF THE VIRGIN SECTION  

OF THE COLCA CANYON.  
 

Last year our Colca Condor 2008 Expedition explored the first 8km of the Colca Canyon, which took us 6 

days. We had planned to explore all 20 km(?) of the first part of the canyon, called  “Cruz del Condor” during 

that time. But due to the harsh conditions of the canyon bottom, it took longer than we expected. Because of 

high water volume and extremely cold temperatures we had to withdraw, as we had run out of time. But we 

had accomplished all that we had planed, as described in last year’s similar document called “MAJOR 

GOALS”.  As a result of this exploration, and collection of all the technical, geological, hydrological and 

historical data, we have been able to write and publish a 36 page Report to the Explores Club.   

This year’s expedition goal is to continue the same path of exploring and collecting all possible scientific data 

and providing film /photographic documentation of the last 8 – 12 km, virgin segment of the Colca Canyon. 

The following is a list of subjects we intend to address: 

 

Filming and photographing each segment of the canyon:  
 

We are well prepared for this challenge as three members of our expedition, Grzegorz Gay, Tom 

Chamberlain and Roman Czejarek, are professional cameramen and photographers. Please see their CV. 

Grzegorz will be filming our progress mostly from the high ground. Second cameramen Roman will film and 

take pictures of us from the wall edge, almost one mile above us,  

 

Making notes and drawings two times a day  

about each segment of the river:  
 

Two members of our team, Tom Chamberlain and Jerzy 

Majcherczyk “Yurek” will take notes describing what they see and 

discover as our expedition makes progress.  

Thomas is a professional photographer and experienced explorer, 

mountain climber and kayaker. He will focus on the aspects of 

adventure and teamwork as we advance through the canyon.  

Yurek is one of the original explorers of the Colca Canyon and 

author of the book Conquest of the Rio Colca as well as hundreds of 

articles. He is the creator and leader of this expedition. He will also 

focus on the adventure aspect, but from a historical perspective of the 

first expedition of the Colca Canyon 28 years ago.  
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2. SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION:  
 

Last year’s expedition made us believe, that we needed to continue and finish the 

scientific exploration of the rest of the Cruz del Condor. In this explored section we found so many answers to 

our geological and historical questions, but we also found more questions regarding the archeological, 

hydrological and historical aspects. We hope that this 8 to 12 km, unexplored section of canyon will give us 

those answers. We will conduct research in the three following fields of scientific exploration:  

 

a. Geological & hydrogeological 
Our exploration can solve many unanswered questions, such as: How the Colca Canyon formed? Our hydro-

geologist, Prof. Marek Pozzi, will have access to this, never before explored territory, which is critical to the 

understanding of the formation of the canyon. This location is where the Colca valley ends and the canyon 

begins. Professor Pozzi, using a small carry-on laboratory, will be doing on-the-spot examinations of the rocks 

and water, that we encounter.  He will also be collecting specimens for further, more precise laboratory tests.  
 

b. Topographical and hydrographical  
During this exploration Paul Majcherczyk (electronic eng.) will be recording all measurements and data, using 

advanced GPS systems, laser rangefinder, electroscope and electromagnetic equipment. This will happen at 

least 3 times a day. He will record such data as elevation, distance traveled, water and air temperature, and the 

volume of the water in each segment of the canyon bottom. Additionally, using a special camera, he will take 

360 degree pictures in order to record virtual panoramic views of the canyon. This data will be used later to 

prepare a detailed profile of the Cruz del Condor Canyon, including a hydrographical and topographical 

diagram.  
 

c. Speleological and Archeological 
As we advance to the canyon bottom, we will be carefully observing the surroundings for any signs of 

structures or formations that were not made naturally (by effects of wind, rain, sun, water, erosion.)  We will 

explore man-made construction such as; caves, platforms or stone structures. Legend has it, as heard years ago 

from elderly locals, that the canyon walls were used by the Incas, and that there is a possibility of finding these 

ruins and/or caves.  

 
The scientific endeavors mentioned above, which will be done inside the virgin territory of the Colca Canyon 

– the world’s deepest – will bring to the world a plethora of fresh information from all of the pictures, film, 

descriptions, data measurements, and journal entries. What has been hidden and unknown to humanity for 

centuries can now be unveiled. Our exploration can also possibly help unearth the mysteries from past 

generations of earlier civilizations. Finally, our exploration will also open and establish a route for 

“canyoneering” as a new tourist-sporting activity, just as the previous expedition 28 years ago did for the 

kayaking and rafting of the other portion of the canyon.  

 
 

Jerzy „Yurek” Majcherczyk FR’92 
Expedition Leader  
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