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On the 13th of June an expedition will depart from New York City to Peru, the major 

goal being the conquest and exploration of the last, yet unexplored, part of the Colca 

Canyon, that has been “defending itself from discovery” for the last 28 years.   
 

Jerzy Majcherczyk “Yurek”, expedition leader, and one of the original explorers of the canyon in 

1981, believes that in this last section of the great world’s deepest canyon, he will find what he 

and many others have been looking years and years to find.  It is the Inca Treasure – El Dorado, 

which was hidden from Spanish conquistadors 16 centuries ago.  
 

This current expedition will be a continuation of last year’s attempt at the conquest of the first part of the 

canyon, named “Cruz del Condor.” The expedition was able to accomplish all scientific and exploratory 

objectives, but only half of the virgin section was explored. 

Why was the entirety of the canyon not conquered?  

One answer comes from the facts: along their way the river began to carry higher, unexpected amounts of 

water than in previous years in the same location. Additionally, they had to pass many rapids located in areas 

that prevented passage by foot. Sometimes the walls of the canyon were entirely vertical and completely 

smooth, which made climbing virtually impossible. The only alternative in such places was swimming and 

rafting, which was done in extremely cold water and low air temperature. Such obstacles were very time-

consuming.   
 

Majcherczyk ”strongly believes” that he will have the privilege of finding the Inca Gold…this is a question 

of his connections and relationship with this territory and its peoples. I have been present here twenty eight 

years! I have dedicated a large part of my life to them…  

 

It is important to mention that in this extremely challenging expedition his three sons are participating: Paul, 

Peter and Michael. Each of them has important obligations to fulfill in this expedition. Paul, as an electrical 

engineer, will be responsible for collecting and recording data pertaining to conditions of the Canyon and the 

river. Equipment will include a laser range finder, compass, inclinometer, and GPS devices. Peter, as a pre-

health student, will be held responsible for the health of each member. His job includes providing any type of 

first aid necessary. Michael is responsible for all equipment safety and food supply rationing for the expedition.  

 
 Taking on a familiar role, as in the Colca Condor 2008 Expedition, Professor Marek Pozzi, from Silesian 

Polytechnic in Poland, will be the team’s geologist and hydro-geologist. He will carry with him a small 

laboratory which will allow him to make preliminary analyses of water, air and rocks. His samples and results 

will be examined by Peruvian Walter T. Rush, Ph.D, who himself is an exceptional geologist.  
 

 The most important member of the seven person exploratory group will be Tom Chamberlain, world class 
kayaker and mountaineer, who will be kayaking and climbing, reading the river and warning the group of what 
is ahead. If needed, he will set up ropes and lines along rock walls if no passages are present. Tom is also an 
expert in canyoneering, which is a technique that must be mastered when exploring a part of the earth where 
three ways of advancing are necessary (rock climbing, hiking, and swimming/kayaking). 
 

Advances and progress in exploration will be documented at all times by experienced and professional 

cameraman and film director Grzegorz Gaj. 
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The second team of expedition members will be operating on the canyon’s edges to 

provide assistance with logistics and support the exploratory group. The supporting team consists of: Peruvian 

Andinist Eloy Cacya, who was born near the Colca Canyon’s outskirts and Piotr Nawrot Ph.D, who is an 

experienced mountain climber instructor and scientist from Rutgers University in NJ.  
 

This supporting group also includes two professional journalists, Peruvian and Polish. Roman Czejarek, 

who is a well known radio-personality in Poland, will be a radio and newspaper correspondent for the 

expedition. Paul Navarro, a native of Arequipa who is a professional journalist, will connect with Peruvian and 

Spanish-speaking media.  

Twice a day Roman, from the canyon edges, and Yurek, from over four thousand feet below from the 

canyon bottom, will get in contact via a radio/GPS communication system. The information relayed from the 

canyon’s bottom will be immediately communicated to the world via our media sponsors including newspapers, 

internet web pages and radio.  
 

The Colca-Condor 2009 Expedition will begin in Arequipa. As soon as the press conference ends the 

expedition team will drive to the small village of Cabanaconde, located on the canyon’s edge, where the main 

base will be established.  

Exploration of the canyon will begin exactly from the same spot where it ended last year. To reach this 

place on the canyon bottom, expedition members must descend almost three thousand feet on the steep and 

crumbly wall, rappelling the last 200 feet before reaching the river.  

Exploration of the last virgin 10 km will begin the next day, and according to Majcherczyk will end after six 

or seven days. Can this be possible? Will this virgin part of the canyon surrender to the explorers, or will they 

need to return for yet a third time?  

How this battle between a determined group of explorers and a wild mountain river within the Andes 

Mountains will end, you can follow (with some delay) via the media in Polish, Spanish and English.  
 

 The results of the COLCA-CONDOR 2009 Expedition can also be very useful and important to the future 

establishment of the Colca Canyon National Park, a project that has been undertaken by academia from 

Poland and Peru since 2003.  

 In addition, our exploratory expedition may play a large role in establishing this part of the Colca Canyon's 

future, as "canyoneering," a discipline gaining much popularity throughout the world, is yet unknown to Peru.  

 

Let us also mentioned that as last year our Sponsors are:  

WARASAW STOCK EXCHANGE, CLASSIC TRAVEL, and 

VICTORIA Consulting.  
 

If you are interested in receiving additional information 

about the expedition and its progress please contact us via  

e-mail: yurek@odkrywcy.com or call:   

1-201-384-5137 or: 1-201-456-9799 
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